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On March 3-4 in Mexico City, representatives of the April 19 Movement (M-19) and the Colombian
government met to discuss preliminary plans to commence formal peace talks. Representing
M-19 were exiled leaders were Antonio Navarro Wolf, Gerardo Ardila, Ruben Carvajalino, and
Rafael Vergara. Government representatives included Rafael Pardo Rueda, President Virgilio
Barco's adviser on peace talks with the insurgency, and members of the administration's peace
commission, Ricardo Santamaria and Reynaldo Gary. In statements to reporters on March 3,
Pardo said that his government had decided to initiate a direct dialogue among government,
political party and guerrilla leaders. According to Pardo, the decision to open negotiations with
M-19 was the result of the rebel group's having adopted an "attitude" which lends credibility to
efforts for beginning a formal dialogue process. Pardo said, "Conditions we have requested are a
unilateral ceasefire and that the dialogue must be premised on incorporating the guerrillas into the
country's political process." On Friday afternoon, Vergara told Notimex that the M-19 delegation
had discussed the need to expand the negotiations to include the six rebel organizations under the
Simon Bolivar National Guerrilla Coordinator. Talks were interrupted temporarily Friday evening
with the news that Patriotic Union (UP) party leader, Jose Antequera, had been assassinated at
the international airport in Bogota. Among eight persons injured in the assault was Sen. Ernesto
Samper of the ruling Liberal Party. After the talks were disrupted, Pardo who was visibly moved ,
told reporters that Colombia is being torn apart, and that the only choices were "violence and
democracy." After stating that violence has been increasing, he acknowledged that the UP has
suffered the greatest losses of all affected groups. Despite these terrible circumstances, he said,
"we must unite in the attempt to overcome differences. This is not the time to lose hope." In a
statement released late Saturday at the end of the talks, both sides agreed to set up a working
group representing the government, the political parties and M-19. The group will be charged with
drawing up an agenda to broaden the country's peace dialogue. At a press conference, Pardo said
the government had pledged to offer "security and bodyguards to those members of M-19 who
enter the democratic process" to protect them from rightwing paramilitary assassins. Both Pardo
and M-19 leader Navarro Wolf welcomed the Feb. 28 unilateral declaration of a cease-fire by the
Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC), the country's oldest and largest rebel organization.
Pardo acknowledged that some army members were facing trial for alleged roles in death squad
killings. M-19 called on the government to enhance the credibility of the peace process by revoking
decrees allowing the existence of armed "self-defense groups," as well as emergency measures. The
Mexico meeting was the third held between the government and M-19 in 1989. The earlier meetings
took place on Jan. 10 and Feb. 8. (Basic data from Notimex, 03/03/89, 03/04/89; AFP, 03/04/89; Xinhua,
03/03/89)
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